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More than your News Source—It’s a Ministry

Historic True Vine
Celebrates
149th Anniversary

T

he pastor, officers, and members of Historic
True Vine Baptist Church cordially invite the
Fellowship Journal readers and staff to the
celebration of their 149th church anniversary.
The event will commence with a Feast of Twelve Tables, Saturday, October 4 at 11 a.m., followed by Homecoming on Sunday, October 12 at 10:45 a.m., and Youth Expressions & Breast Cancer Awareness on Sunday, October 19 at
10:45 a.m.
The anniversary celebration will be held on Sunday
October 26 during the 10:45 a.m. worship service. Rev. Albert C. Mickel, pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church in Marrero, LA, will deliver the spoken word. The theme is “A
Church on the Move.” Thematic scripture is Nehemiah 4:6.
The Historic True Vine family is excited about its awesome history and would be blessed to have everyone share in
this auspicious celebration. Join the pastor, Rev. Leander
Johnson, and the church family as they praise God for His
immeasurable blessings.
Historic True Vine is located at 249 Sala Avenue, Westwego, LA. Come and be blessed!
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Celebrating Pastor’s
Anniversary
The Saint Rock Baptist
Church family would like to invite all Fellowship Journal friends
to participate with in celebrating
Pastor Alfredia Loston's annual Reflection Day on Sunday,
October 12, 2014 at 3:00 in the
afternoon. Rev. Albert Mickel,
pastor of the Macedonia Baptist
Church in Marrero, Louisiana,
will be the guest speaker.
Saint Rock Baptist Church is located at 2300Rochelle
Avenue, Harvey, LA.

Dominion and Power:
Revival
Dominion and Power Ministries is happy to announce its
fall revival, Tuesday – Thursday, Sept. 23-25, 2014 at 7:00
nightly. The guest revivalist is Bishop Vanessa Landry, pastor
of Bethel Temple of Praise in New Orleans, LA. All Fellowship Journal family and friends are invited to attend.
Dominion and Power Ministries is located at 1525 Lapalco Blvd., Harvey, LA, and the pastor is Bishop Jerry J.
Henry, Sr.
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Macedonia
Welcomes
You
Macedonia Baptist
Church celebrates its 78th
Church Anniversary/
Harvest Day with special
weekend events.
Come and enjoy the
tri-choir musical at 7 p.m.
on Friday, September 26,
2014.
Sunday, September
28 at a special time of 9
a.m., the church’s 78th
anniversary celebration
will be held. Rev. Ike
Mayfield, pastor of New
St. Mark Baptist Church
in New Orleans, La., will
bring the gospel message
under the theme: "God's
People Working in Unity
For Kingdom Building."
Everyone is invited
to come fellowship with
Rev. Albert C. Mickel
and the Macedonia Baptist Church family during
any of these great celebrations.
Meet them at the
church which is located
at 1219 Cohen Street
Marrero, La.
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Building a Lasting
Legacy
Recently my 86-year-old father passed away. The cancer
diagnosis came as a shock to us all, for my father had not been
sick a day in his “no excuses – just do your work” life. Less
than 30 days later, he was gone. This former sharecropper and
self-taught carpenter, who did not know how to read nor write,
built a family, his own house, and finally, with his pain and
suffering, built a crystal staircase to his heavenly home.
With our talents and gifts bestowed upon us by God, we
are to take what we are given and build much. We are to find
ways to use our love, faith and purpose to build a lasting legacy.
Monica Pierre is an Emmy Award-winning journalist,
author, producer and motivational performer. She can be
reached at 504-267-2310 or at
www.MonicaPierrePresents.com.

Historic True Vine
The Deacon and Deaconess Ministries of the Historic
True Vine Baptist Church cordially invite the Fellowship Journal readers and staff to their annual anniversary Sit-In Service
on Sunday, September 28 at 10:45 a.m. Deacon Theodore W.
Jackson serves as chairman of the Deacon Ministry and Deaconess Loney Smith, president of the Deaconess Ministry.
Come and praise God with the pastor, Rev. Leander Johnson,
and the Historic True Vine family as they give thanks unto God
for the services of these two ministries.
Historic True Vine Baptist Church is located at 249 Sala
Ave., Westwego.

20 Years a Pastor
The officers and members of
Second True Love Missionary
Baptist Church will honor their
pastor, Rev. Dr. Lilton McQuarter, Sr., for 20 years of faithful
service. The theme is "A True
Servant of God: Traveling the
Amazing Road of Pastoring."
Isaiah 43:1-3a.
This service will be held on
Sunday, November 16, 2014 at 3
p.m.
The guest speaker will be
Rev. Michael W. Jiles, Sr. of Bethlehem Baptist Church of
Braithwaite, La.
Visit Second True Love which is located at 2530 S.
Robertson St., New Orleans, LA.

Praise God for 144 Years
Mt. Pilgrim 4th Baptist Church will be celebrating 144 years of service to the Algiers community. This joyous celebration will
take place on October 19, 2014. Service commences at 3 p. m. The guest speaker will be the Rev. Ernest Johnson of Greater Mount
Carmel Baptist Church.
Mt. Pilgrim 4th is located at 429 Newton St., Algiers, LA, and is under the leadership of Rev. Larry P. Steib.
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Mt. Sinai Baptist Church

T

he above-named church is happy to announce the following special services. There
will be a program designed to honor the Young Women of Tomorrow on September
21, 2014 at 7 a.m. A week of activities will lead into the annual Women’s Day ob-

servance.
Beginning Tuesday, September 23, from 6-7 p.m. is street witnessing followed by one hour
prayer service commencing at 7 p.m. and again on Wednesday at noon; Bible study is Thursday at
7 p.m. and Consecration service is Friday, at 7 p.m. On Sunday, September 28, 2014 at 7 a.m. is
the Women’s Day celebration. The theme is “Spiritual Women under Construction.”
Looking ahead, on October 5 is the Mass Chorus musical @ 3 p.m.
All neighboring churches and friends in the metro area are invited to fellowship with the
pastor, officers and members of Mt. Sinai Baptist Church as they lift Jesus higher. The church is
located at 1249 LeBoeuf Street, Algiers, La. where the pastor is Rev. Dudley Watson.
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A Segregated Church
Mike Brown, an unarmed 18 year-old, black teenager was
recently shot and killed by police in Ferguson, Missouri, a suburb of St. Louis. This is a sad, horrific, and an all too familiar
ugly story.
Different Worlds - We don’t know all the details of what
went down in Ferguson, but what we do know is that black
evangelicals and white evangelicals interpret these types of
situations very differently. What if black and white evangelicals attended multi-ethnic churches instead of segregated ones?
If this Christ-exalting life were to become our reality, we could
address racism, oppression, and injustice together. What if
black and white evangelicals and other evangelical ethnicities
shared life with each other in a local church community and
heard each other’s stories and walked in each other’s shoes? If
this Christ-exalting life were to become our reality, perhaps our
suspicions and mistrust of one another would be abandoned
and replaced with love for one another.
The Need for Multi-Ethnic Local Churches - But God
birthed a group of people on the planet who He recreated in His
eternal Son Jesus to transcend this racial hostility, injustice,
and oppression. He did this by means of Jesus’ death on the
cross so that our hostility toward each other was put to death.
For Christ Himself has brought peace to us. He united
Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in His own body on
the cross, He broke down the wall of hostility that separated us.
He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations.
The reason the church is segregated is that we don’t believe deeply enough in the power of the cross. It seems that
evangelicals don’t really believe that the cross of Christ has
anything to do with racism. But the Gospel-reality is that “…
Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of His death on
the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.”
Ephesians 2:16 NLT. We need multi-ethnic churches that have
ethnically diverse leadership like in the church in Antioch
(Acts 13). We need multi-ethnic churches who address all sin
issues, including racism, injustice, and oppression from a Gospel-inspired perspective.

Since God chose you to be the holy people He loves, you
must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each
other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. For as
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Colossians 3:10-16 NLT
Pastors & Christians, what are we going to do?
Are we just assuring people that they go to heaven when
they die, or give the world, a picture, of what heaven will look
like as the Gospel transforms us here on earth?
So are we just going to scream “racism” and “injustice”
from behind our segregated church walls or are we going to
start building multi-ethnic communities that embody what
God’s desire is for the world to be? Hopefully you choose to
build.
(Disclaimer: This editorial depicts the thoughts and opinion of the writer
and not necessarily those of Fellowship Journal or its staff. We welcome
your comments & opinions which may or may not be published. Email us
at fellowshipjournal@hotmail.com)
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Suicide and the Church
By Kristen Byas, Mental Health Therapist
On August 11, 2014, America was shocked to learn of the death of Robin Williams, an actor,
comedian, film producer, and screen writer. Williams was the winner of an Academy award, two
Emmy awards, four Golden Globe awards, two Screen Actors Guild’s awards, and five Grammy
awards. With all of this success, it is understandable to be shocked to learn of his death by suicide;
however, not so if we understood the nature of this illness.
Suicide is one of many symptoms of depression, including feeling empty unshakable sadness, hopelessness, irritability, anxiety, persistent anger, loss of interest in activities that were once
enjoyable (example: sex or hobbies), intentional isolation from friends and family, drug abuse, inability to concentrate, forgetfulness, and disturbed sleeping patterns. Physical manifestations of
depression include nausea, diarrhea, body pain, sudden and significant weight changes, headaches,
and feeling “weighed down.”
It is important that we learn the symptoms of depression so that we can help others within the Body of Christ to
combat this illness. Yes, people within the Kingdom of God suffer with depression. This does not mean they are sinners,
demonic, or not prayerful enough. They are ill. Due to faulty teachings regarding mental illness, it is difficult for the saints
to accept that the brain (“the center” of our bodies that is responsible for regulating our emotions and stress response) can
become weak and may need a doctor, psychiatrist, and medication (antidepressant) to function properly. But why is it that
we can accept the fact that other parts of our bodies fail us and may need a doctor and medicine to get us functioning again?
If we can take medicine for our kidneys, hearts, lungs, and knees, why it is taboo to do the same for our brains?
These teachings are accompanied by contradictory approaches to healing at the altar. If I go to the altar this Sunday
and request prayer for my bad knees, the pastor is likely to “touch and agree” with me for pain-free knees. If someone goes
to the altar next Sunday with reports of depressions and suicidal ideations, he or she is likely to have the pastor cast out demons. Well, wait! Help me understand how this same body can have a medical root for one symptom but a demonic root for
another. All parts of the body are connected, so the person is either all demon or all ill.
Another teaching within the church is that if a person dies by suicide, regardless of the life he or she walked with
Christ on earth, he or she will go to hell. I will not say whether or not I believe this teaching, but I do have questions about it.
Since we know that suicide is a symptom of an illness called depression, then where do people go that die of symptoms of
other illnesses?
The truth is that suicide in the church is more prevalent than we like to admit. It is hard to discuss so it’s dressed up
by calling it other things. Saints don’t die by suicide, right? Instead, it is manifested as heart disease, stroke, diabetes, and
others. They kill themselves by smoking cigarettes, a lack of aerobic activity, an overcrowded work and volunteer calendar,
and fast food. They kill themselves by not complying with doctors’ orders, by eating a little piece of cake that could result in
diabetic complications. That’s suicidal behavior. When one dies from complications of preventable diabetes, will he go to
hell with the other suicidal saints?
In my 15 years as a mental health therapist, I have admitted many church deacons, pastors, first ladies, and choir members into hospitals for suicidal attempts. The most influential may qualify for special treatment in which their files are kept
extra secured and their beds isolated from others so that few know they are being treated for mental illness, while those they
lead are on the sick and shut-in list for more acceptable illnesses.
Are mental illness and suicide OK? No, but neither are the other illnesses that we proudly testify defeat over. Saints,
let us take better care of our total bodies beginning today. Romans 12:1 (NIV) says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – THIS is your true and
proper worship.”
I urge the clergy to learn the symptoms of depression and warnings signs of suicide. Take responsibility for this depressing epidemic. Romans 12:3 – “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment ….” Have you put proper precautions in place to
assist mentally ill saints? Are you creating an atmosphere in your church that heals, or mocks, the mentally ill? Is your
Health Ministry merely checking blood pressures, or do they screen for depression and suicidal risks, too?
Failing to educate the church properly will not result in fewer suicides, contrary to current belief. Failing to educate the
church properly will only continue suicidal attempts via other means that are more socially acceptable. You would be surprised to learn how many people are admitted to psychiatric hospitals each day for attempting to end their lives in traffic. For
instance, thoughts like “If I kill myself by making provisions for an 18-wheeler to crush my car, if I lose control and drive off
the bridge and into water, or if I accidentally walk into speeding traffic,” then the church will be more accepting of my death
because technically I died in a traffic accident and not (an overdose of) pills or hanging.
Ok, so you are not depressed. Why then is this information important for you to know? Romans 12:5 teaches that “in
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” You are your brother’s keeper; you are
Continued on Pg. 12
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Homecoming Celebration
at New Hope Gretna

P

astor Warren E. Johnson and the New Hope
Baptist Church family are inviting all neighboring churches, former members, relatives,
friends, and the community-at-large to share in
their annual Homecoming Day celebration on Sunday, September 28, 2014. This year’s theme is “Come Home…You’ve Been
Gone Too Long.”
Pastor Louis Brooks Harrison of Mt. Pilgrim Baptist
Church in Harvey, LA will deliver the gospel message.
New Hope will also be celebrating Women’s Day on
October 19, 2014 at 11 a.m. You are invited to join the church
family on this inspiring occasion.
The doors are always open at New Hope Baptist Church
located at 434 7th Street in Gretna, LA. Join them for Sunday
Church School at 9:45 and worship service at 11:00 each Sunday morning. Prayer and Bible study begin at 6:45 each Tuesday evening. They would love to have all FJ readers & friends
visit during all of their worship services.

There are seven differences in the second picture.
Can you spot them?
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Suicide and the Church, cont’d from Pg. 9
your sister’s keeper. Do not distance yourself from a
church member that is constantly speaking “negativity.”
That is a sign of depression.
How can you help? Call 1-800-273-TALK if you or
someone you know is having thoughts of killing himself or
herself and/or others. Praying for your church member
only, and having faith that he or she will be healed instantly after your prayer, could lead to regrets. You just
might get the call that your faith without works is, well…
dead.

(Disclaimer: This editorial depicts the thoughts and opinion of the writer and not necessarily those of Fellowship
Journal or its staff. We welcome your comments & opinions which may or may not be published. Email us at fellowshipjournal@hotmail.com)

Calendar of Events for
Mt. Zion
All Fellowship Journal readers are invited to come and
fellowship with Pastor Noily Paul, Jr. and the Mt. Zion family
during these special events:
Their annual revival will be held September 23-25 beginning at 7:00 nightly. Rev. Leroy Elliott of Chicago’s Greater
New St. John Community Missionary Baptist Church, is the
revivalist.
The following services will be held on Sundays at 9:45
a.m.:
BTU day, October 5; Youth Choir day, October 12; Senior Choir day, October 19; and the Lord’s Supper, October 26.
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church is located at 701
Huey P. Long Avenue in Gretna, LA.

146th Celebration for
Evening Star

P

lease join Pastor Keith P. Stewman and the Evening Star Baptist Church family at their upcoming
events.
They are please to announce the church’s 146 th anniversary observance. The theme is “Christian Unity by Faith in
God’s Word.” This event will be held on Sunday, September
28, 2014. Rev. O. D. Grant, Sr., pastor of St. Paul B.C., is the
guest speaker.
Also, please come and support the ushers on their special
day, Sunday, October 12.

