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A Season of  

New Beginnings 
 

By Rev. Leander Johnson 

Pastor, Historic True Vine Baptist Church 

 

Are you ready to start over?  I do not mean for you to 

make a New Yearôs resolution, 

which most often we cannot keep.  

We owe it to ourselves to prepare 

for A Season of New Beginnings! 

God is always ready to give 

you and me a new beginning.  For 

in Isaiah 43:18-19, God told the 

Prophet Isaiah to tell the children 

of Israel that He wanted to do a 

ñNew Thingò in their lives. 

Just as the Lord wanted to do 

a ñNew Thingò for the children of 

Israel, He wants to give us a ñNew Beginningò this year, but, 

there are some things we have to let go.   

I know letting things go can be difficult, but you will 

never achieve your season of New Beginnings when you hold 

on to ñold stuffò and ñthingsò because they will stagnate you.  

So ask yourself, ñWhat shall we leave behind?ò 

First, leave your past failures behind.  We try so hard to 

be the best we can at everything we do.  However, we do not 

always succeed, and in those times, we tend to get discour-

aged.  Why, because we think we have failed.  My grand-

mother often told me, ñNothing in this world beats a failure 

but a try!ò We are called to be in Christ, and as long as Christ 

is in us, we are all Successes! 

Second, leave your worries behind.  Somewhere I read 

ñto worry is like sitting in a rocking chair.ò  They (the worries) 

give you something to do, but they (worries) never take you 

anywhere ï you get the picture.  In 1 Peter 5:7, scripture says 

to cast ñALLò your cares upon the Lord for He cares for you.  

We have to take our worries to God for He is able to handle 

and fix them.  When we carry around burdens of worries, it 

brings added stress to our lives.  Give it to God and leave it 

there! 

Thirdly, leave past hurts behind.  It is unavoidable for us 

not to get hurt.  Thus, we have to let hurt go and forgive those 

who have taken part in hurting us.  In Matthew 18:21-22 

(paraphrasing), Peter asked Jesus how many times must I for-

give my brother or sister who 

(Contôd on Page 10) 

Pastoral Appreciation  

at Temple of Prayer  
 

The pastor, officers, and members of the above-named 

church cordially invite you to 

come and fellowship with them 

during the 15th pastoral apprecia-

tion service for Apostle Dianne 

Hensley.  Two services are 

planned for the occasion on 

January 28, 2015: 

The 10 a.m. service will be 

blessed with guest speaker 

Bishop Ernest Matthews, 

(Children of Christ Evang. Min-

istries) delivering the Word, and 

the 5 p.m. service features Pastor C. Toney (Christian Educa-

tional Ministries).   Come and hear a Word from the Lord, be 

saved, healed, delivered, and made free.   

These services will be held at the Temple of Prayer & 

Praise Evengelistic Ministries, 1429 Mansfield Street in Mar-

rero, LA.   

New Hope Hahnville  

Pastorôs Appreciation 
 

       Officers and members of 

New Hope Baptist Church cor-

dially invite you and your congre-

gation to fellowship with them at 

their pastorôs third year apprecia-

tion service on Sunday, February 

22, 2015 at 3 p.m.  The gospel 

message will be delivered by 

Rev. Rodney Johnson, Sr., pastor 

of Historic Bethlehem Baptist 

Church in Hahnville, LA and Bell 

Baptist Church, Luling, LA. 

It will certainly be a grand time in the Lord praising and 

thanking him for all His many blessings.  They look forward 

to fellowshipping with you at 215 Pine Street, Hahnville, LA.  

Rev. Richard Williams is the pastor and honoree.  If you can-

not make it, please keep them in your prayers. 

Happy New Year! 
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Brotherhood 

Prayer 

Breakfast 
 

The Brotherhood of 

New Hope Baptist Church 

invites all brothers and Fel-

lowship Journal readers to 

the 2015 prayer breakfast on 

Saturday, February 21 at 9 

a.m.  New Hope Baptist 

Church is located at 434 

Seventh Street, Gretna, 

LA.  Rev. Warren E. John-

son is the pastor. 

 

Black  

History  

Observance 

at St. Rock 
 

The Saint Rock Bap-

tist Church family would 

like to invite the general 

public to celebrate Black 

History Month during its 

morning worship service on 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 

at 9:30 a.m.   Sis. C. Wash-

ington will be speaking for 

the occasion and Sis. Nancy 

Howard is the program 

sponsor. 

Rev. Alfredia Loston 

is host pastor and the church 

is located at 2300 Rochelle 

Avenue, Harvey, LA. 
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Leadership Conference/
Celebrating Educators at 
Regular Baptist Church 

 

T 
he Regular Baptist Church family and its pas-

tor, Rev.  T. A. Hodge, cordially invite each 

and everyone to their services and events.   

The church will hold an annual leadership con-

ference on Saturday, January 24, 2015 at 9 a.m. This confer-

ence is followed by installation of the churchôs ministry leaders 

during the 8:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 25.  

Rev. Edward Joseph, pastor of St. Mary Baptist Church in Mar-

rero, LA, will deliver the message.  

ñThe Plight of Education in the 21st Centuryò is the theme 

for Black History Month at Regular B.C.  The History Ministry 

will honor RBCôs educators at a prayer breakfast on Saturday, 

January 31, 2015 at 9 a.m. in the churchôs fellowship hall. For 

additional information, see their ad on page 6. 

 

The doors are open to you and yours at Regular Baptist 

Church, 901 Fifth Street in Gretna.  Please join them on Sun-

days at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. for worship experiences like 

none other; Mondays for Bible study/Prayer meeting at 6:45 

p.m., and Thursdays for mid-week Inspirational Worship at 

6:45 p.m. It is their prayer to see you at one of these inspiring 

services.  

You can also watch Regularôs weekly broadcast week-

days on UPN My 54 and cable channel 2 at 6:30 a.m. and live 

video streaming: regularbc.org @ 9:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. and on 

ITunes!  You can subscribe to the RBC PODcast by going 

to:  http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/regular-baptist-church-

pod/id462903554. 

Regular Baptist Church is ñThe End of Your Search for a 

Friendly Church.ò   

 

Martin Luther King 
Birthday Celebration 
 

E ach year, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Task Force, 

Inc. (Jefferson Parish) promotes interests and 

enthusiasm for Dr. 

Kingôs birthday celebration.  MLK 

Day is observed on the third Mon-

day of January annually to honor 

the principles for which he lived 

and died.    

The Task Force organizes 

activities that reflect the life and 

teachings of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. by demonstrating his 

proposition that ñEverybody can be 

great, because everybody can serve.ò  So, letôs celebrate the 

holiday by serving others in the communities.  This Day of 

Service fosters his legacy by transforming the federal holiday 

Contôd on Page 7 


